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THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION

OF THE UNITED NATIONS

Vacancy Announcement Number : FAO/IND/2011/001
                                                                                                          Date of Issue : 17 January 2011    


                                     Closing Date : 31 January 2011

Post Title

          :
Resource Person – Food and Nutrition Security Community
Organisation

          :
Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO)
Duty Station

          :
New Delhi

Duration

          : Eleven Months
Type of Contract
          :
Personal Services Agreement (PSA)
Monthly Remuneration      :
INR1,20,000.00 (Approx.)
Background:
Solution Exchange is a unique knowledge management initiative of the UN Country Team in India that offers communities of development practitioners who share similar concerns and interests, a UN-sponsored space where they can benefit from each other's experiences to address their day-to-day challenges.  

Within Solution Exchange, Food and Nutrition Security Community by FAO India seeks to connect professionals from a wider group of individuals and agencies in government, civil society and NGOs and academic and policy research institutions, who are actively engaged in meeting the country’s food and nutrition security goals. Tapping into the collective knowledge of its members the Community seeks to promote, among others - sustainable improvements in food security, agriculture and natural resource management, reducing malnutrition and poverty, improved implementation and impact of food social safety net programmes, food safety and the prevention of food borne diseases and dietary diversification to prevent micronutrient deficiencies. 

We are looking for a highly motivated and competent individual, committed to working on the above issues as a Resource Person. S/he will work under the supervision of the FAO Representative, New Delhi (Facilitating Agency).  S/he will be responsible for managing, nurturing and motivating the FNS Community comprised of development practitioners working in Food, agriculture, Nutrition, agriculture research and education, and drawn from government, NGOs, CBOs, academic and research institutions, UN, other multilateral and bilateral agencies, as well as the private sector.

Duties and Responsibilities:

The Resource Person is expected to carry out the following tasks:

· Anchors growth and development of the Food and Nutrition Security “Community of Practice”.  Facilitates collaborative efforts; promotes knowledge-sharing among members; solicits new members; manages workshops to strengthen Community identity; represents Solution Exchange in Community events.
· Manages the Food and Nutrition Security Community’s electronic network mailgroups.  Moderates and filters messages; encourages member participation; facilitates electronic discussions; determines the most relevant knowledge resources for the Community’s website and knowledge repository.
· Ensures the quality of material posted on the Food and Nutrition Security Community mail groups and websites (Consolidated Replies, e-discussion summaries, Updates, Newsletters etc.), Guides the Research Associate’s search for documentary information, compilation of member responses and preparation of drafts; consults with relevant Facilitating Agency(ies) staff; finalises and issues material.
· Advises the Facilitator(s) and the Food and Nutrition Security Community’s Resource Group (its guiding body) on cutting edge issues of concern to the Community; participates as a specialist in assignments and events addressing them, under the Facilitator’s guidance.
· Participates in Solution Exchange collective activities and collaborative initiatives.  Promotes team-building; contributes to systems development; ensures conformity and compatibility with agreed systems norms and guidelines; shares information on Community initiatives.
· Promotes knowledge generation and dissemination activities of FAO, including participation in workshops and meetings; analysing and documenting FAO field activities, and working with project staff for creating and expanding FAO projects and programmes. 
· Any other relevant work as assigned by FAOR. 
Educational Qualifications:

· Advanced university degree (post-graduate and above) in relevant science or social science disciplines such as Agriculture, Food, Nutrition, Environment, Resource Management, Agricultural Economics, etc.

Experience:

· A minimum of 15 years of experience as a substantive practitioner in development of the food and nutrition sector.  Prior experience in a research, academic or knowledge management activities would be helpful.  At least 8 years experience in an area related to Food, Agriculture, Nutrition or related development initiatives.

· Experience in using information technology tools.
Knowledge and Skills:

· Thorough knowledge of the key concerns and challenges facing development practitioners in the area of Food, Agriculture, Nutrition, Natural Resource Management and Food Security.

· Highly pro-active and effective at networking and facilitating professional collaboration.
· Motivated, energetic and responsive to the needs and interests of peers. 

· Excellent drafting and analytical skills. 

· Good at communication – both oral and written.
· Computer literate and willing to learn new applications and tools.
Languages:

· Fluency in English.  Knowledge of regional language(s) would be an asset.

Interested candidates satisfying the above mentioned criteria and confident of delivering time bound high quality results are requested to send their CVs along with a completed FAO Personal History Form and a covering letter mentioning their specific expertise and the vacancy announcement number along with the title of the position applied for to : 

FAO Representation in India    
55 Max Mueller Marg

New Delhi 110 003
E-Mail : fao-in@fao.org.
The envelope / subject of the email should clearly mention the vacancy number as RPFNSC – FAO/IND/2011/001. Please note that the applications not adhering to the above requirements will be disqualified.
Closing date for receipt of applications : 31 January, 2011.
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