THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION

OF THE UNITED NATIONS

Vacancy Announcement Number: FAO/IND/2012/05
Date of Issue : 01 October  2012
Closing Date : 15 October  2012

Post Title


National Consultant - HPAI Epidemiology
Duty Station
 

New Delhi, India 

Duration


12 Months 
Type of Contract

National project Personnel 

Background

The Government of India has requested FAO to provide specialized technical assistance on how to harmonize and streamline the existing schemes, identify the technical specifications of an Animal Identification and Traceability System and propose a time frame for its implementation.The project will produce a strategy and an action plan for an animal identification and traceability system for India.  This will enable the Government to implement such a system in one pilot state. A complete description of the current status of the factors which are critical to the design and implementation of an animal identification and traceability system will be undertaken in order to prepare the strategy and action plan.

Terms of Reference 

Overall objective:

The Consultant shall operate under the overall supervision and responsibility of the Chief, Animal Health Service (AGAH), general technical supervision of the Emergency Centre for Transboundary Animal Diseases (ECTAD) Regional Manager based in the Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific (RAP) and the operational supervision of the Chief, Emergency Operations Service (TCEO). The incumbent will be under the direct supervision of the Chief Technical Advisor and the functional guidance of the FAO Representative.
The consultant will have the responsibility to develop a detailed work plan adapted to the local circumstances and evolving needs. Depending on the identified priority needs his/her contribution could include but may not be necessarily limited to the following:

· Assess the status of epidemiological services including the disease reporting system and the capacity for detecting epidemiologically-significant events in poultry and other livestock;

· Advise on the requirements for gathering appropriate disease intelligence for early warning and strategy development;

· Provide on-the-job and workshop training in epidemiology and disease reporting;

· Assist in updating a national animal disease reporting system including a “flash” reporting system for epidemiologically-significant events as early warning of developing epidemics;

· Advising for needed updating of currently installed software for passive animal disease surveillance

· Assist in developing training material on HPAI epidemiological investigation and surveillance

· Advise on designing national avian influenza surveillance programmes;

· Prepare a report of activities, achievements and constraints for submission to TCEO, RAP and AGAH; and

· Carry out any related duties as required.

Reporting

At the end of the mission, the Consultant will prepare a report describing in detail, for each point listed in the Terms of Reference: activities undertaken, including progress so far, problems and achievements, lessons learned, emerging issues, conclusions and recommendations for the next steps for the implementation of the project activities. This report will contain a complete review of activities undertaken, major results obtained, problems encountered, and progress towards achieving the specific objectives of the project. The report should be submitted to ECTAD no later than two weeks after completion of the mission. 

Duty Station: New Delhi India with frequent travel within country

Qualifications: The National consultant on HPAI Epidemiology will be a veterinarian graduated from a recognized university with a postgraduate degree in epidemiology/relevant discipline. He/she will have at least 7 years of relevant field experience and be an internationally recognized expert in veterinary epidemiology, preferably with particular experience and exposure in the field of HPAI and other related paramyxovirus disease surveillance in the region. He/she will have level C proficiency in English. 
Interested candidates satisfying the above mentioned criteria and confident of delivering time bound high quality results are requested to send their CVs along with a completed FAO PH Form (http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Employment/Personal_History_Form.doc) and a covering letter mentioning their specific expertise and the vacancy announcement number along with the title of the position applied for to: 

FAO Representation in India    

55 Max Mueller Marg

New Delhi 110 003

E-Mail : fao-in@fao.org.

The envelope / subject of the email should clearly mention the vacancy number as NC – FAO/IND/2012/05. Please note that the applications not adhering to the above requirements will be disqualified.
****************
