THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION

OF THE UNITED NATIONS

Vacancy Announcement Number : FAO/IND/2012/02
Post Title


National Legal Specialist 
Duty Station
 

New Delhi, India 
Duration


4 Months (when actually employed basis)
Type of Contract

Personal Services Agreement 
Closing date for receipt of applications: 29 March 2012.

Background

The Government of India has requested FAO to provide specialized technical assistance on how to harmonize and streamline the existing schemes, identify the technical specifications of an Animal Identification and Traceability System (AI&T) and propose a time frame for its implementation. The project will produce a strategy and an action plan for an animal identification and traceability system for India.  This will enable the Government to implement such a system in one pilot state. A complete description of the current status of the factors which are critical to the design and implementation of an animal identification and traceability system will be undertaken in order to prepare the strategy and action plan.

Terms of Reference 

Overall Objective of the study

Review and analyse the legal and institutional frameworks related to animal identification and traceability and provide assistance to drafting new legislation in this area, if needed be. 
Job description

Under the technical supervision of the Chief, Development Law Service and the overall supervision of the FAO Representation in India and the Director of the Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries, the National Project Coordinator (NPC) and in collaboration with the other project experts and consultants, in particular the International Livestock Identification and Traceability expert (team leader), the consultant will carry out the following duties:

Phase 1:

· Collect and analyse all legislation related to animal health and production and animal identification and traceability (AI&T), including 

· federal legislation: primary and secondary legislation on animal health, production and legal requirements for animal identification in transport, slaughterhouses, cross-border movements, internal movements, transport and access to markets. 
· the legislation of one State (State, regional and local authorities, as necessary).
· Identify the national authorities at the federal, state-level, regional and/or local level with a power to set up, monitor and inspect animal health, production, and AI&T. 

· Prepare a comprehensive assessment of the legal and institutional architecture (national and state level agencies, local level institutions for livestock management, with special focus on the implications for animal identification and traceability system. Analyse the role of private parties and stakeholders in livestock management and traceability.
· With the support of the technical consultants and the NPC, try to respond to the following questions:
· Do the laws enable the competent authorities to set up a system for (voluntary/compulsory) AI&T? 

· What are the shortcomings of federal/state legislations to meet the technical needs in the area of AI&T?

· To what extent do these legislations influence farmers’ (and other stakeholders, e.g. extension services) motivation to actively participate in animal identification, traceability and performance recording?

· What is the role of private standards, and private stakeholders in AI&T?

· Submit a first report with the results of the above, and a short note with legal issues and options to implement an AI&T system.

Duration:   (10 Weeks)
Phase 2: 

· Following a stakeholders meeting and, with inputs from the international livestock traceability expert (team leader), draft any necessary legislation to put into effect the livestock identification and traceability system;

· Discuss the legislative proposals with the national relevant authorities and, if indicated, update the proposals in light of national policies and legislations;

· Put into proper legal format any technical regulations or other subsidiary legislation prepared by the project technical experts;

· Assist the project team in the organization of project stakeholder meetings and the preparation related documents and reports and the final report of the project;

· Perform any other duties as required.

Duration:   (6Weeks)
The assessments mentioned above would be based on a thorough desk review of the available literature and consultations with a cross section of stakeholders in the relevant government organizations, private sector agencies, academic and research organizations, and civil society organizations and networks. The consultant may also convene consultation workshops and meetings as necessary.

Qualifications
The consultant must hold an advanced degree in law, and have familiarity with veterinary, natural resources or agriculture-related legislation. Experience with legal drafting will be an asset. Proficiency in English is required. 
Interested candidates satisfying the above mentioned criteria and confident of delivering time bound high quality results are requested to send their CVs along with a completed FAO Personal History Form and a covering letter mentioning their specific expertise and the vacancy announcement number along with the title of the position applied for to: 

FAO Representation in India    
55 Max Mueller Marg

New Delhi 110 003
E-Mail : fao-in@fao.org.
The envelope / subject of the email should clearly mention the vacancy number as NC – FAO/IND/2012/02. Please note that the applications not adhering to the above requirements will be disqualified.
