THE FOOD AND AGRICULTURE ORGANIZATION

OF THE UNITED NATIONS

Vacancy Announcement Number: FAO/IND/2012/03
Date of Issue : 25 April 2012
Closing Date : 2 May 2012
Post Title


National Animal Identification and Recording Specialist 
Duty Station
 

New Delhi, India 
Duration


4 Months (when actually employed basis)
Type of Contract

Personal Services Agreement 
Background

The Government of India has requested FAO to provide specialized technical assistance on how to harmonize and streamline the existing schemes, identify the technical specifications of an Animal Identification and Traceability System and propose a time frame for its implementation.The project will produce a strategy and an action plan for an animal identification and traceability system for India.  This will enable the Government to implement such a system in one pilot state. A complete description of the current status of the factors which are critical to the design and implementation of an animal identification and traceability system will be undertaken in order to prepare the strategy and action plan.

Terms of Reference 
Overall Objective of the study:

Review ongoing activities and practices of animal identification and recording in India (Study 3) including: system organization, identification devices, numbering system, data capture, information system, etc., and
Analyse the operation costs (Study 5) through collection of data on relevant cost factors (devices, work and services, transport, communication and others) and their financing.

Job description
Under the overall supervision of the Director of the Department of Animal Husbandry, Dairying and Fisheries, and in close collaboration with the National Project Coordinator (NPC), and in collaboration with the other project experts and consultants, in particular the International Livestock Identification and Traceability expert (team leader), the consultant will carry out the following duties:
· Review national and sub-national experiences (public, private, coop or civil society led) on animal identification and recording - current activities and practices for animal identification and performance recording in India;

· Assess the present system(s) of animal identification and recording in India (at the national level or any of its constituent states/districts/sub-districts),
· define the system(s) overall and specific objectives (e.g. animal health, performance recording for farm management and breeding, subsidy...);
· determine the scope of the system(s) (e.g. species, geographical coverage, type of identification - individual animal or group);
· describe the numbering system and the devices used;
· describe the organization of the information system, covering data collection, notification, dataflow architecture, data storage and management, and information system network and interfaces;

· conduct an analysis of the diverse work procedures, methodologies of data collection, reporting, analysis and information sharing.

· Assess existing infrastructure and human capacity;

· Assess possible links between existing information systems/databases (whether animal identification system is linked to animal health management and other livestock databases such as livestock production and breeding);

· Identify the major costs for the operation of the animal identification and recording system (e.g. devices, work and services, transport, communication and others) and how these costs are shared among the different stakeholders;
· Participate in identifying local sites suitable for project pilot implementation;
· Assist the NPC, FAO LTU Officer, Livestock policy officer (FAORAP) and the international experts in the organization of project stakeholder meetings and workshops;

· Perform any other duties as required and undertake field visits, if required. 

Reporting
· Prepare a comprehensive report in English, upon completion of the assignment;

Qualifications
The consultant must be a livestock specialist or a veterinarian with relevant experience (10 years minimum) in animal identification and recording, and knowledgeable and experience in analysis of animal health management business processes in Animal Health Information Systems. Proficiency in English is required. Ability to work both in a team is essential.

Interested candidates satisfying the above mentioned criteria and confident of delivering time bound high quality results are requested to send their CVs along with a completed FAO PH Form (http://www.fao.org/fileadmin/user_upload/Employment/Personal_History_Form.doc)

and a covering letter mentioning their specific expertise and the vacancy announcement number along with the title of the position applied for to: 

FAO Representation in India    
55 Max Mueller Marg

New Delhi 110 003
E-Mail : fao-in@fao.org.
The envelope / subject of the email should clearly mention the vacancy number as NC – FAO/IND/2012/03. Please note that the applications not adhering to the above requirements will be disqualified.
Closing date for receipt of applications: 02 May 2012.
